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TOWN OF STONINGTON
BOARD OF FINANCE - BUDGET DELIBERATIONS

Tuesday, March 26th, 202,1

Stonington High School Auditorium
Following Public Hearing

the district by-laus. The Board mad lear that if
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Budget Deliberations began at 8:56 P lt{

First Selectman Budset, Line I36 -

Mr. Johnson commented that he gould like to et 2.538 from Line 136 of the

First Selectman budget. The Board asked to have Burdick context as lt appeaus

that the Tou'n is subsidizing some districts bu I of them. Chie ick discussed the

context of this line item and the Chairman co ted that he remembe ls as a one-tlme

fund. Chief Burdick feels it is too late as their bu alr been dete

is u'ill certainl
and posted per

removed in
next year's budget. however the

accordingll .

preciate lnaI y ear to organize funds

Mr. Brorrlt expressed confusion ne rtem funded for years u'ithout any

comments and was the F lre et alre being determined

Mr. Fauerbac dt s fund mo inoving fonr ard houever it
seems fair to Ieave it i lace for vear to or a transrt iiinal period

Ms. Norman- Mr. be s. Yo I agree uith leaving the funds in place this
vear but rtem

anO emp that ts approYed the funding uill be reduced to $0

the fol vear

M uerbach made'a ihotion o tore the full funding of Line 136 and was seconded

a

rm e motlonb1 Ms. No
Finance to

d ousll' and the Chairman instructed the Director of
restore 538 to L 136 of the First Selectman budget

Firsl Selectman Bud e ne

The Board asked for turther information regarding Line 86 ofthe First Selectman Budget
for 'Generator Maintenance'. A member of the fire department explained that this is an increased

learly cost olthe sen'ice agreement for their generator.

*L[r. Fatterbuch had a generol comment in vhich hc thanked ereryone thttt spoke during the

public heoring urul erplainad lhdl lhere mav be some confusion us to the conlrol that the Board
of Finunce has on octual strlun .figures.
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Administratiye Sery ice s Line 16 -

The Board asked for clarification regarding Line 16 ofthe Administrative Sen'ices
budget. Ms. Chesebrough explained that the Director ofthat department could not be present but
eventualh received u'ord that the increased figure is for To*n Hall meeting incidentals.

Deoartment of Plqlqing. Line 15i16 -

.zLzlltz,t
The Board briefl1' discussed Line l5 ofthe Departryeni of Planning budget and received

lirther clarification lrom Torrn Planner Clifton ller that thejncrease in Line l6 is lbr an

additional printer. '- 
"',r,,,r,,,-

made

on

Mr. Browridjscussed thq..froposal ofreducing the library increases so that all library'

funds and Ourside Agencies are ler el lunded.

Ms. Young respo(Q. ed;|\iat the libraries have not received an increase in funding for a

number of 1 ears and recomiii6irded lear ing them at 5% rvhile level funding the other outside

agencies.

All board members e-\cept Mr. Bro*n agreed that the library'funds should not be reduced

f'rom their current proposal of a 5%o increase.

Mr. Brosn believed non-profits are being funded more than thel should tiom the Toun
and thus all outside agencies should be level-funded.

Mr. Johnson expressed support for the budget as presented.

Ms. Young and Mr. Stemberg also agreed to lerel-fund the outside agencies.
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Department of Human Services. Lines 68/69

The Chairman commented

a motion to reduce Line 68 to $2.0

69 to be a one-

oung seconded the motion.

; the funds help support

that

00

Di

for rh

om

Ms. Chesebrough provided

sen'ices and outings for *hich thel'

Mr. Brori n

motion but commented

The original

. Ms.

69 to $0. rvas approved b1'

uas instructed to reduce Line 68 to

Y. ,gUns did not second this
fo'li<iiving 1'ear's budget.

I

Chairman O'Brien.
and Mr. Broun did

moti6ri
$2.500 Line 69 to $0

retioi16f Finance

on. to I-ine 68

d

s. Yo
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Ms. Norman, Mr. Johnson, and Mr. Fauerbach opposed the level-funding for Line 67

specifically, resulting in a 3-3 vote as the Chairman recused himself due to a conflict of interest.
Ultimately, Ms. Norman approved of the level-funding for this line.

The Chairman instructed the Director of Finance to reduce Line 55 to $87.500, Line 60 to

$11,000, Line 66 to $5,000, and Line 67 to $7,500.

Board of Education -

Ms. Young reiterated that this Board does not determi aries and expressed support

for the budget as presented regarding the Board ofEducati ongst her reasoning was the

notion that enrollment has dropped lr'hile the budget has ed to increase. Ms. Young also

emphasized the importance ofschool systems.

Mr. Stemberg discussed the average cl d implie thev are undersized in

regards to the capacity of the building and ass slzes rn gener Stemberg reiterated

that emollment has decreased uhile the budge increased

Mr. Stemberg. Mr. Brorvn, and Ms. Norln SS pport and ent with Ms.a

Young's comments. The budge

n,
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aln as pret uil
Mr. Johnson and Mr. Fauer

lesser increase arclund 4.5%o-

ed disa t as other Departments have a

Mr. Brourin-s ented a line ite training fundsI

to leave

Chairman O'Brie Fa ,Ms.N6.f1tan. Mr. Johnson. and Mr. Stemberg voted

oifor.a.ii',NIr S

Ca ita
'..?...

a.,/..,.

The Borir-,d-}egan discussing that relenues have come in higher than expected and

expenses have co'iiia:)-ig lo\,ter thi,fi|'r*Or"rca. thus alterations can be made to the Capital

Improvementsbudg€i!,,;.;,.. ..;t'
Mr. Fauerbach p.oposJd'frnaing the Alpha Avenue Bridge Reconstruction (roughly $1.2

l
million).

The Board discussed the general fund balance and agreed that fulll'funding projects nou'

*ould be an appropriate use offrrnds.
The Board voted unanimousll'to fully'fund the Alpha Avenue Bridge Reconstruction at

roughly $1.200.000.

Mr. Fauerbach made a motion to appropriate roughly $720,000 tovrards the cost ol
replacing the turf at the high school.

J
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The Chairman receired votes of approval fiom Ms. Young. Ms. Norman. Mr. Sternberg.

and himself. u'hich u'as enough to pass rhe motion.

Mr. Fauerbach discussed funding for the high school roofrepair uhich has a multi-1ear
forecast ofroughll $ 1.500.000.

The Chairman proposed funding S1.000.000 from this budget.

The Board voted unanimousll to fund $1,000.000 torrards the high school roofrepair.
Line 159.

The Board revieued the final budget ligures with the adj

at a potential mill rate ol 17.82.

m this meeting and arrived

.r.,.,,:

provi:'iiie. 4.ts. specilicatll' forMr. Johnso

climate mitigation.
n propo sed a $100.000 addi Capital Im

,r'.:',i'

'ti{fr€nts fro
,' ,' ::..

tehe nd-6;ll ould be spent

ch {{'6?e removed,

Mr. Stemberg disa_sreed due to a lack of
Ms. Chesebrough pror ided arificati

from the Capital Improvements bu

arise that cannot be planned for
Ms. Young expressed concern o

hou,ever maintained that 'th€Bdard can

proJects

Chairman O'Brien
designated purposes but ii

Chair_man O'Brien.
propos

sp cs as *' these fu
on any ltems rvhi

fall unde r S title and a number ofissues can

funds OS

fyyhgr cl
dpet woul

ing their fleribility.
needed for these t1'pes of

asreed tlidt he woul er see funds r.l.ith more specificalll
trna
Mi.l

ther' 
"vill 

have a 30-hour tumover

. and Mr. Stemberg opposed Mr. Johnson's
..,.'r,

al':'

Ms. Young made a motion to move roughll' S 1.510.000 from the excess fund account in

order to maintain rhe mill rate of 17.45.

Mr. Fauerbach, Ms. Norm'an. Mr. Sternberg. Mr. Bro*n. and Chairman O'Brien all
approved this motiorii'.Mr. .Johns2ndid not approre.

\tr'tren asked. Mr. Johnion cited the importance of addressing climate change items as

uell as a disagreement u ith ii,'. pro..rr that resulted in maintaining the mill rate ol t 7.45.

Mr. Fauerbach made a motion to appro\ e the final budget as

General Operation: 528.371.5 1 4

Education: S43.515.988

Debt: $7.100.156

Capital Impror $7.630 909
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Total s86.618.567

*Use offund balunce: S-.886.200
i,4mounl to be raised bl tcres; 570.105,221
*Res ting mill rate: I7.15

Mr. Stemberg seconded the motion. Chairman O'Brien. Ms. Norman. Ms. Young. and Mr.
Brolr'n also approved. Mr. Johnson abstained.

.;l;..t;l;:
The Chairman adjoumed the meeting at l0:34 PM. 
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Respectfully submitted.

James Sullir an. Director of Finance
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